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1, & deseription was cbtained of the launching tower on the northwestern 
corner of the airfield of the Doecow “hinki Plants. A fuel Laboratery,’ 
100 x 25 eters, wis loczted on the west side of the large workshop No hOé ' 
and an oxyren plant was saic te te located noar the launching tower. (1) 


2, Of the aircraft observed at the nirfielc, one source noticed only con- 
ventional. fiphters which took off with Hato units fitted uncer the wings. 
Another source observed four-engine aireraft with a parasite plane or 4 
cuided rissile suspended from one wing. Tests witi. these aircraft were 

perforned exclusively in good weather, The plane carried onc parasite 

only. Ts wondere: how the plene kept its balance, ‘the wings o! the 
parked four-engine aircraft were higher than a wan's hecd. Hooks were 

not noticed, At an altituce of ebdout 1,000 meters the parasite was 

released, It. was very fast and flow straight ahead with a whiazing noise. 

Flight maneuvers, climbing, and landing of the paresite were never seen, .° 

“ly sanc test was once observec. with another type fovureengine alrorart, 

x or five of which were rar.ec at the southern borcer of the airfield, 

“eo on Sin parasites were narkec on the. southern. site os the airfield, 

Q | m wes Cefinitely ¢etermincd that they hac an opehniar im the nose indicat 


cee ee 


ae a turbojet enpine lastetd of & propeller. One seurce recellec the 

ws 3 aite wing coarisuratior as being extrernely swept back with no dihedral, 

dy he did not remenber whether this plane was a high, low, or sheoulcer~ 
[I] = wap type. The wing tins wer: revnded. The lancing seer was not remenbered. 
A 2 ae ol SAE hans coc it was For one pilot. The Size unc shape of the. cock« 
= i ey OLY could not Le recallec, Lut according to tie aireract Ginensions it was 
enuena aseumed that the sllot v was in a “3rone position. *rmement and other com 
are Re tel tails were not observed, Another four-enrine aircraft type observed was 
Be & & fs © eqaipnec with two dooster reckets under thie wings. Tefore the taheoulf 
ss oe | one unin was fitted uncer exch wing. These units, about 2.5 neters Loans 
2d oy | ox about om in claneter were peintec rec. The airereit startea with 

— ony : re o . . * 

2 = 2 s oe four omsines anc sitter a run of abovt 300 meters & louc noise incicat- 


¢@ tha! the booster réezets were put inte opcration. Amer « jeb of flanc 
as 5 lone as the plane was observed the speec of the roiling: airerartt in- 


creases considerably. 4 further 300 to L00-neter iy raised the aireraft : 
from the ground at | whieh tine it elinbed steeply 25 =n angic of more thar. , 


LS Gegrees 4% an altitude of about SOO meters tha cooster units were. 
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paraciuted, Such + severe wer: nerforrcc only in rood weather. “o 
accidents were ever seefl, £ four~engine aircraft with a cevice simiiar 
to a turbojet fitted above the Aiselare wag also observed. To sneke 
trail was seon when this airerait took off. (2) 


3. The assembly of Vel and V-2 missiles was observed in the lar;:e workshop 
of Plant Ke 456. Tlowever, they were Cisassembled and packed in crates 
for snipment. Cylinders, 6 meters long and 2 to 2.5 neters in diameter » 
wore stocked there. (3) 


. One source personally observed experiments with V-2 “lawmching egents" 
conducted at the launching tower of the airfield. Ws, who allepedly had 
secn such towers at German V-2 launching sites, confirmed the fact that 
tne experinents concerned V-2 riissiles, A German engincer stated that 
experinents with power units were started during the spring of 1948, The 
Gernsan chief engincer told this; source that all German engineers at 
Zavod No 456, some of whom emme from Jena, were V-2 and take-off-assist. 
unit specialists, “ince each of these experts had specialized only on 
cortain parts of’ the wissiies, it was Byte etpate: that their combined 
research would unicck the secrets of the V-2, Source was certain that 
this vroject at .avod 56 was not finishec as of Larch 1919, (3) 


5. /The tost launchings were observed one to three times daily between Juno 
' 2948 and March 199, About one hour before the launchings began, two 
special trucks would arrive up to the north side of the towor, an area 
waich could not be observed. These trucks were similar in shape to the 
special railroad cars used for liquid oxygen but were only half as larre. 
% was assumed that they were railreat cars which had been converted for 
road traffic. It was assumed that liquid oy;en was drawn from these trucks 
because the blue painted pipes, leading from the cylinders at the south - 
side of the tower into the interior, became frosted, and because the 
special railroad cars scen near the plant carried the black inscription 
"Shidki Kislered”® (liquid oxyren). (5} About 20 minutes after the arrival 
of the first two trucks, another truck would drive up to the south ride of 
the tower, An object shaped like the cork of a champspne bottle was once 
noticed through the canvas cever of the trucl:. It was about as tall 
as.a men bub more slender, “here this object was transported was not 
known but,according to Is, it was a fuse unit. (63 shout 30 minutes 
later a bell would ring and ali personnel in the fenced-in vicinity of the 
tower had to take shelter. Civilians went into the bunker, and Ps at ihe 
construction site would Lie prone. After a second or third ring of the 
bell two detonaticns were heard at very short intervals. The first 
detonation 2roduced a deep noise, the second was similar to that of a | 
"Katyusha", a Soviet rocket launcher, but the howling lasted about 30 seconds 
anc was ouch louder. Simultaneously 2 100 ivter long trail of fire was 
observec north of the tower. As a result of the heat senerated by the 
launching operation, the air vibrated, but smoke was not cbhserved. 
Occasionally, only the first detonation could be heard, In such eases 
the experirents were repeatec some hours later. Although the first 
detonations were always equal in Length » Sound and strenrth, subsequent 
detonations would vary in length and fire intensity. Ever; yoody left the 
shelters after the second detonation. The i Ws were always frightened 
during these oxperinents,which were known to be performed ir a poor and 
unsafe manner. 


6 It was learned. from a German ensineer that 211 "mixtures" of liquid 
oxygen and nethyl alcohcl were produced in the tower. The puided missiles 
were never seen anc no .etails could be given on cny apparatus or instal- 
lations in the tower. It was asyumed that the Launchines were prepared 
in the cage-!ike top section of the tower, The purpose of the two con- 
tainers in this section could not be cetermined. Yourece only renenbered 
their shape and stated that they obviously had a tin foil coating. A 
German engineer saic that experiments on fuel compounds wore 2lso ver- 
forrec in the cage. 
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Another source observed the launching tests between September 1o)c 
and Larch 19h9, Ascerdiag te this source, at about 16:20 pom. an 
nigats, two to four light rhenomena were seen and noises were heerd ct 
a distant point behind the Merk railroad station, near Vinorravads 
55°25 'N/33°351E), in the direction of Voecow. The light, which 
asted 30 to 60 seconds, begen with o faint red color Lasting abou 


ap 


( 
1 


five seconds, and then became a bricht white flare, As tie Loud 
roaring end hissing neise was hearc many seconds after the light 


was first observed, the distonce from the launching site was estiuated 
to be about 10 ia. Other sources believed the launching site was 
about 500 meters. north of the Mark raiirocc station. (7) 


One source estimate: the labor force of plant Mo 856 at 360; anothor source 
estinated 400 to 500 workers per shifts; a third’ source reported 2,009 
Jaborers working one shift in the plant end 20 nen working three shifts 

at the test stand. All sourees confirned the previously reported employ~ 
ment of German engineers at Plant Ne 156, One source, whe became z 

friend of imgineer Haase (fmm), learned that 20 German engcinecrs worked, 
om the reconstruction of V-2 type missiles, After the completion of this 
project in mid-1949, three engineers were transferred to an island £0 ton 
soushwest of Leningrad. The remaining engineers feareé tha _they too would 
be transferred, & letter from itr Haase to this source indicated that 

he was still in Khimkd. in Pebruary 1950, (3) 


onnents . ~ 
or sketches ov the launching towers see fanexes 1, 2 and 3. for layout of 


Flant Eo S56 see Annex hk, The oxycen plant. is reportec fer the third time. 


» it is unusual that such anunstallation showic have 
veeh constrneted near the Launchins torer and that oxygen should still hove 
heen supplied to Plant Ne 456 in special railroad tank cars, 

For sketches of the aircraft observed at this field, see Amexes § anc 6 
the cpening in the nose of the parasite plane doos not necessarily indicete 
a turbojet unit, but might be provided for armonent or rocket units. It 

is possible that the parasite was equipped with a rocket power plant and 
nay have landed in a glide without eny noise which would secount for 

the fact that landines were not observed, No definite cortlusions ea: be 
cram conesrmin; the type of fuel used with the booster rockets, It 

is «ssumed that the observed take-ofl-assist uhits were ceveloped fron 

the “alter unit, which ha a vapour trail rather than a fire trail. 
llowever, since these observations were mace vy inexperfenced sources, the 
wore "smoke trail®, which has been mentioned in previous reports, should 
be treated with reserve, 

According to all reports received to date, the only complete Y-L and V-2 
missiles observed at the rlant were German mocels which arrived in 1947 


cr 


~Onay power units for the V-2 were produced eed tested at the plant... 


The repeatedly reportsd preducvion of Vel missiles is doubted, Identifying 
sketches were nol obtained. The allcged V--l wissile is assumed to te a 
paras..te fighter aircraft of atonverted V~). design, which vas belog tosted 
at tho Khimki airfield. 

fhe statements of the Gerzan engineer appaercntly were partly misunder- 
stood. Jt is believed that various experts cocpereted in the v2 Cevelop- 
ment. Uowever, the present report indicates that Soviet research did not 
tend toward an identical reproductior. of the German V~2 but rabher toward 
ioprovenents, especially in the field of fel and utilizetion, 

For sketehes of these special railrosc cars, see Annex 7, 

This is the V2 propulsion unit. 

“irst indications of the existence ot a Veweapon test plan” in Ebines 
were observed near Vinecrevado. the present report deviates from 
orevious reports in some details euch as tine observed, veriod of nois» 
Vicht, ete; bub confirms ine essumed activities at the plant. 
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Dr. Putze, chief of the croup of cepcrtec Gorman scientists, was released 
with his group to the Soviet “one of Germany in Octeber 1950, 


7 Annexes: Sketches on ditto. 
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however t' at the plane cdways stood and ¢lso0 Landed on the::ain landing, rear and on 
the nose wheel, «he tail never toushed the ground. “he wirhoejet unit was fitted 
between. the alm reovs on the fusei- fe. “he whole plane and the auxiliary power 


plant sere painted rreen,. 
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